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Administrative Procedures 

EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES 
 

Background 
 

Early childhood is a particularly significant period in human development. Young children 

benefit from programs that help them explore the world around them and guide them through the 

transition to a more formal learning environment. Therefore, Mother Earth’s Children Charter 

School (MECCS) supports Early Childhood Services (ECS) programs that address the learning 

needs of children before they enter grade one. 

 

Procedures 
 

1.  Regular Programs 

1.1 All teachers employed for ECS programs shall be certificated and meet the 

requirements under the School Act. 

1.2 Regular ECS programs shall follow the curriculum outlined in the Kindergarten 

Program Statement. 

1.3 Parents and families play a critical role in their children’s lives. Therefore, 

opportunities shall be provided for parents to be meaningfully involved in their child’s 

ECS program. 

 

2.  Programs for Children with Special Needs 

2.1 Programming shall be provided for all children with special needs who meet eligibility 

criteria. 

2.2 The Individual Program Plans (IPP) of children with special needs will identify: 

2.2.1 Special education and related services to be provided; 

2.2.2 Long-term goals and short-term objectives; 

2.2.3 Assessment procedures and diagnostic information on which the plan is based; 

2.2.4 Review dates, results and recommendations; 

2.2.5 Placement plans for children who are served outside the regular classroom; and 

2.2.6 Placement plans to reintroduce children to the regular program who have 

previously been withdrawn. 

2.3 ECS teachers of children with special needs shall consult with and inform parents of all 

program placement decisions and of all program planning, implementation and 

evaluation activities directly involving their child. 

2.4 For children with severe disabilities who are eligible for Program Unit Funding: 

2.4.1 A budget shall be prepared that meets expenditure guidelines outlined in the 

Funding Manual for School Authorities, and which shows those services that 

have been purchased which are directly related to the special needs of each 

child; and 
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2.4.2 Regular case conferences will be held, including appropriate community agency 

resources, ECS personnel, receiving schools, and parents, in order to design 

long-term plans and to make programming decisions. 

2.5 Use shall be made of provincial and local monitoring activities to improve special 

needs programming within the ECS context. 

2.6 All programs for children with special needs shall comply with procedures for “Regular 

Programs”, as outlined above. 

 

 

 

References: Sections 8, 30, 60, 61, 113, School Act 

Early Childhood Regulation 31/2002 

Funding Manual for School Authorities 
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